
"the ccotrgvsbsy" — 

HOW IT WAS LLvDT 



HOLLYWOOD — In the Inst week of November, 19S3, Alan 
Livingston, President of Capitol Records, retained journalist 
Lawrence Schiller zo produce another record for Capitol’s "Probe" 
series, this time an in-depth study of the assassination of John ? . 
Kennedy a..d the controversy that has emerged. 

Schiller started cut in much the sane way he had done so many 



times whs.. working for national magazines. He h 



o nr 



weeks m 



which to gather the needed material, for Capitol had already set a 
release d-te of January 6, 1937. On the 24th of November, a team 
which consisted of a secretary, a researcher and the narration write 
lie ha re Warren Lewis, sex out to investigate the controversy that ha 
stemmed from the Warren Commission Report , in addition to checking 
the facts that were already a matter of public record. Schiller and 
his team travelled 11,000 miles, taping interviews with those who 
were witness to the assassination, the advocates and critics of the 
■•A -Ten Report and many more involved in the controversy that follows 
The goal was not only to review the past evidence and testimony but 
to cel ve into the findings of the critics and to see if proper cre- 
dence had been given to their charges. 
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Durir.j the first days, Scliillsr coa-actaa ~5..taars o* 

Warren Corr-viissicn — Ho as a Ha nor at 7 iaaadar, Consr«3snan G^ra^d^R . 

wr» 1 ■ ifl >Wi r***^ 8 ^'*' 



"ore and Assistant Counsel aor the 



. t -, - 00. -* 



1 CO. 



.on, Wesley J. Liebeler. 



Since it was known that Jack Ruby's voice had never been heard since 
his killing of Lee Harvey Oswald , it was obvious that Ruby's state- 
ments should be part of Probe’s aucio-documantary . In an effort to 
obtain the recording, he contacted Phil kurleson, a ^n__u3 attorney 
who represented Jack Ruby . Scantier was referred — — >^r Ce~ wZ 

and members of the Ruby family to see whether it would be possible 
to record Ruby, who was then under intensive medical care because c: 
an infectious cancer. 

While those discussions took place, primarily on the phone, 



Schiller and his 



aegan work on other parts of the IP. 



they flew to Pa lias and spent days interviewing ana or-n^-ng .jCCxC 
to the scene of the assassination members o: bne .'r 5 S^v.v.um-. 
motorcade and witnesses who had laved through those short moments 

that had become a lifetime to thorn . Prom tnere, ben ~r - ~ew -o 

Washington, B. C. to meet with Congressman Gerald E. Pord and to 
start checking the facts at the national Archives, from which critics 



like Mark Lane, Harold Weisberg and Penn Jones Jr. had based their 
theories and thus caused a public outcry . 

Schiller continued his journey to Hew York and then on to 
Massachusetts to interview author Howard ua j Hp stem; oacu to Kow 
York for further interviews with the controversial Mark Lane; cn to 

Philadelphia to talk to Arlen Specter of the Commas soon ; and tnen to 

■wrurwin 

V/a shington , B. C. again, to meet watn a ut nor Harold ,7e -s ter 0 . 
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While in Washington Schiller found in the Archives a piece 
o i recording tape that reportedly had the sounds of the actual 
shots fired at the Presidential motorcade. A careful, objective 
investigatic; 
so ^pro^ 
as 



w a ? e revealed t u a t ~ _ v; ^ ^ u - • ** • 



* ^-1V* *7 



ally done that even the National .Archives had it marked 
ity. ~B ^ V\o ^Vtii % \ . lil/lyj 



On his recur 



:o Dallas for the secc 






that he was the first person to interview Mrs . Caroline Neither , 

a Dallas housewife, who saw two men and a rifle in a window of the 

mif m 

Texas School Rook Depository Building Just seconds before the 
assassination. Nr 3 . Walt her is one of several witnesses on the 
record who have never been called before the Warren Commission or 
its counse - to test ity . 

In mid-December , Schiller returned to Los Angelas with more than 
- 370 legal-sine typewritten pages of interviews which had been distilled 

-J 

from 44 hours of tape recordings . These interviews were with dozens 
of witnesses, authors and many unknown people who constructively 
contributed to the case. 

Only a week before Schiller’s production deadline, the Ruby 
family gave permission to tape Jack Ruby in Parkland Hospital . 

Unknown to anyone but the family, Schiller returned to Dallas and 
was able to place recording equipment, hidden in a briefcase, in the 
hospital room at Parkland. Jack Ruby, with full knowledge of , the 
taping in advance, v/as told in Yiddish (a slang which is derive d^'fr on 
• German ana spoken by some members of the Jewish faith) , ’'The tape 



roc or nor ns nn nere, nn tne nrnencase . Ta—u nnto at, ” \v .n *3 a guard, 
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v/no rs 



Stationed 24 hours c cay in his rears, stood only c ot; :e-- 



awey, unaware that the roc ore — — g \/as neiuj nee. 3 . 

Schiller then flew hade ro Lee Angeles to finish tee producer on 
of the third album in Capitol’s "Probe" series, ’’The Controversy.” 
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